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GUZZI-

BLUES

Tony Middlehurst rounds up f: ne Spaghetti Western

It spunds terribly egocentric. bul one of my
favourite pastimes outside of ying strands of
fuse wing across the local Fizzyway is reading
ancient copies of this very megazine

It's a funny thing, bul magazines seem to
mature like old cheese, The longer you leave
tham betwean re-reads, the batter they seem
even stull you were ambarrazsed about al the
time of genesis acguires a mellow tinge attera
couple of years

This effect is particularly noticeabla on your
own stumbling efforis, bul there's a similar
pddness about the contemporary concoctions
of one’'s colleagues. Look hera, for example,
ofe Mike Maxwell's write-up on the 1380 Moto
Guzzi Califernia. Regard the stirring prosel
Chuckle at the turn of phrase! It seems =0
freaah now, almost as if ene hadnt ever read it
in the first place .. . ah, Ahem. Sorry Max. One
hadn'l actually read if in the first place

But here one is now, reading same, and
agresing with much of same two years lateron
having sampled Guzzi's 1982 version of this
likeable tug. And what with unconfirmed
rumours liying around concerning the fate of
M-G’s S00/650 model range, the big-bore
twins now warrant even closer scrutiny.

The large capacity Guzzis have ridden high
and handsome on a8 wave ol folklore and
fanaticism for many a long year, espacially in
this country. Although Spada 1000s are few
and far between on British roads, the T3,/T4
and Le Mans B50s have carved a useful niche
for themselves in spite of frighteningly high-
priced spare parts (thankfully reduced in
recent times) and the usual fears associated
with Italian merchandise (rust, poor finish,
unraliability efc).

In fact, the new California [s an impressive
scoof both to ride and fo look at, so long as you
don't mind looking a b lke a Harlem pimp
that is. There aren’t many white bikes on the
markel these days, but that's a colour option
an the California {and the Le Mans |1} so it's
get your shades and shorty heimet out boys
and less go for a putt. Mon-discarning motorists
can easily mistake you for a bobby, whichcan
be quite handy in heavy tralfic, but the dir
don't half show up on the tank and sidepanels
s0 duster diligence is the order of the day.

But what about under the skin? Well, the big
difference is in the angine departmeant. A Smm
overbore brings angine capacity up to 948 Boo
(from Badce), a nifty move in that it occasions
a quite massive increase in the bike's pub-
lished horsepower and torque figures com-
pared to the 18980 ancestor.

Somehow, the Guzzi engineers have con-
trived an exfra 15.3bhp and no less than
20.7ib/tt, simply by golng over to the Spada
engine. Hmmm . . . who are wa, 1o disbelisvea?
Especially as the new California actually feels
pokier than other Guzzis we've ridden,

Picking up the bike at Coburn & Hughes'
Luton HL was a saddening experience, how-
evar. Twirling the throttie on the ran-up fo a
lang incline hall a mile away from CEH pro-
duced about as much response as a fly-
swatteron arhing’s rump; iabouring up the hill
revealed a distinct lack of power anywhere
ovar about 4000rpm
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Quick as a fllash, my finely-tuned brain
diagnosad the fact that thera was summul
wrang wi't bike. Someathing bahind my throbb-
ing forehead was saying “ignition”; horrible
mamories of & grotesquely backlinng Electra-
Glide matenalised through the mists on my
visor. .. lights coming on in suburban bedroom
windows as shotgun explosions issued farth
from the accursed Harlay pipesat 1230 am . .
. ... aaarrgh. Then, it was down to a faulty
tranzsistor module; the Guzzi wasn't half as
bad, but it was backfiring on the overrunand it
felt as flat as a cowpat in a wet fiald.

Helurniﬂg the machine revealed a seized
shaft in the advanca/retard mechanism
which maant that the ignition was stuck in tha
retard mode. Very boring. One new unit later
(thanks far staying behind atter school, Eddie)
and we were back in business. The bike gave
no mare trouble atter that.

The Spada engine is withoul doubt the
nicast of the Guzzi powsarplants. With 62 anda
it poundsfoot of torgue, the California at
long last possesses the kind of grunt it always
iogked like it should have (but never raally
did), It's possible to surprise many a snearing
Jap multi owner on one of these babies,
thanks to the happy marriage of a tight trans-
mission and & bottom-weighted power band
Considaring the colossal size and weight of
the thywheel, unchanged in the face of light-
aning “improvemant” exercises by other
manufacturars, the Californiz feals at least 35
fast as (say) Honda's Gold Wing, until T
BOmph anyway whan other factors come into
play. More of that later

One slightly irritating faull on our tester was
the gearbox's reluctance to remain in first
gear, The cog would be selacted alright
judging by the steelyard clunk accompanying
deprassion of the neatly eflective hesl-and-
loe lever, but then, with a parverse silance
the bax would slip back inte neutral, leaving
the rider eating dust in a8 decidedly un-hip
posture, Worn selector forks, maybe

As with gll shalt-drive bikes, the California
will pump lisealf up on its suspension an ups
changes and chirp the rear tyre on down-
charges unless the revs are perectly syn-
chranised, Luckily, though, synchronisation

ks aasy thanks to that huge flywheel, but
anyane wanting to try aul the usual shaft trick
{latting ocutthe clutchin first gearwith the bike
against the brake) will have 10 watch it here,
because the single disc operation of the front
braka lover isn't really up to the job of keaping
the machine stationary

The air-assisted suspension from the Le
Mans Il has been incorporated on the new
California, running ai mean pressures of
around 48psi (front) and G4psi (rear), give ar
take 16psi or s0 depending on load. Both
ands are egualised, not that we were about to
tamper with the setting following the Le Mans
axparience earliar in the year

Regular readers may remember that bika;
the aircontainars all falled, allowing hydraulic
fluid to squirt from the valves wheneveran air
gauge was offered up to tham. Tha systam
appears to be very susceptible to rupture,
thanks to the very high pressures required.
Only the Suzuki type of gauge can be used
with any degres of success, all other types
allowing avery last bit of air out of the airbags.
Mo gauge s provided with the Guzzi

Preload on the rear shocks can be alterad (n
the usual way, with a C-spanner {which is
provided). Unfortunately, howaver, you need
ta remove the rear wheel to be able toturn the
collars owing lo their awful design. The
spannar itself has all the intearity of a stick of
liguorice. It's a source of constant amazement,
this |talian Insistence on spoiling what is
a gquality product for the sake of a few lire

actually, the Califarnia ride s adequate
enough lor the rider to ignore thess short-
camings, although it's a fair guess thal po-
tential owners will want to do a bit of two-up
touring. In this mode it isn too diflicult to
botiom out both ends, 5o it really is important
for Guzzi to look at and sort out the suspansion
befora much more damage is done to their
rﬁpntannn.

Considering Guzzis unknowing efforts o
botch up its suspension, and despile |is
chubby appearance, the Calitornia remains
one of the best-handiing superbikes on B-
roads. Maybe it lools the rider a little into
baing over-imprassed: aftar all, it does seam
strange sitling behind a large screen and
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cowhorn handiebars, routinely scraping the
foothoards on tiddly corners. But its Innate
scratchability remains. The California feels
fight, although in fact it's a five hundredweight
machine. Waight is spread evenly instead of
being concentrated around the top centre as
an mast multi-cylinder bikes, 5o thare's none
of that momantum-induced flopping around
The Guzzi leans over i précise response to
the rider's will, no more, no less,; to tighten the
turn. simply lay it over a touch and torque
some mare power through tha tyres_Apply the
brakms, and it stands right up, but there's no
wobble or shake. On the very limif, there's a
nofional yawing motion whose amplitude s
exaggerated by the width of the bars, but this
s more in the nature of road feedback than
any chassis ingdegquacy.

On faster roads you've gol problems. Thal
screen s an asrodynamic disaster, inducing
ayeball wobble at anything over 60mph and a
terminal weave of grandiose dimensions over
S0mph. Not only that, the rubber beading
around iis edge manages to Intrude on the
ridar's forward vision in almast every situation
you're likefy to encounter. Obviously nobody
at Mato Guzzl thought It worthwhile to set a
Caltornia up in the Mandello wind tunnel;
eithar thal, or thay were afraid to.

The best solution Is to remove the scraen
post-haste, which makes the bike look rather
waird but at least it's possible to keep up with
motoraay traflic without risking brain damage.
We had to take this option last year when the
‘81 Calitornia was my TT transport. Luckily
we delected the problam before setting off,
W wara rather hoping someone at the factory
might have taken some remedial action for
the "82 bike, but no such luck,

Actual riding position is pratly good,
eapecially || your eroteh is about a loot wide.
Such an anatomical anomaly would facilitate
the process of putting feet down at a standstill,
g trick which pregently takes soma doing for
anyone balow the magic six foot mark due to
the overstufted skunk-leather seat, Those
foctboards are well comfy, and the rocking
tever gear padal maans you navar have 1o say
you're sarry to your hard-pressed boot insole
repairman. The brake pedal has that slightly
dead (but effective) Guzzi feel to it; the long
linkage back to the master cylinder needs
reguiar greasing, a quaint throwback.

s a tounng mount the California is at last
baginning 1o come up (o the mark, thanks in
na small measure to the new plasiic panniars,
The last oneswe fried were so tacky they ware
bast left unused, while the new ones are by no
maans perfact, they are a big Improvement,
The sides still flex enough to cause ane lock to
slick whan the othar one has been opened,
and the “lock” is not going to causs the
average Borstal traines any problams.

But the panniers are truly guick-release,
and they will hold a Ball Star halmeat. Well, the
feft one will anyway; tor some r@ason it was
impossible to shut the r/h box with the same
helmet in situ. The panniers have handy
carrying handies so that the little lady can cart
them around while you taka in the view. Max
capacity s 10kg per box, that's 22 pounds to
you squira, and don't forgel to load them
evenly. Doubtless the panniars contribule to
the aforementioned high-speed weave, too
Crash bars are a damn good idea, and Guzzi
bars are about the best: thick as tree-trunks,
but good-locking for all that.

Electrics are still @ dubious area an Guzzis.
Just to remind us that we were aboand an
italian scoot, the horn was a tootless wondar
right from the oft, Although the headlamp had
finally bean uprated to a 55/60 watt unit, the
warning lighis on the instrument panel still
glow with all the dazzling imidescence of a dud
malch in a coal mine. The bike comas with
hazard warning flashers as standard, though.

Hernia-sufferers will be pleased to note the
improvament In Molo Guzzi's ceniresiands
these days, but thera again they could hardiy
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have been any worsa than the old Convert's
50 thiz I5 a somewhat negative plus point
{eh?). The long sidestand still incorporates an
ignition cut-ocut switch, as does the clutch
lavar. Thare's a bigglish tray under tha seat for
the pathetically poor toolkit, accessed by
swinging the front ot the seat up and back on
its rear-mounted hinge. Quite why thay chose
this method I8 unclear, since it won'l work if
there's any luggage on the rear carriar
On the road, two things are immediately
noticeable about this new Callfornla: one s
the Increasa in low and mid-range power, and
the other s noise. The bike really tramps on
now, inviting much earlier upchanges than
before 8o B3 to exploit the Hareyvold grunt
curve. Top speed s unchanged at a little over
the ton, a shghtly acadeamic figure in view of
the limitations imposed by that screen
The noise appears o emanate from the
axhausis (c. Cleverax Inc) which sound like
thay migh! have a louch less in the way of
innards than batore. Either that, or they aren’t
making helmets like they used 1o, because
that firat scrape wp the M1 had the old editorial
scone buzzing as if after a low-lavel raid by a
squadron of Avro Lancaslers. |t's not an un-
pleasant noksa by any means, its just that
there’s rather a ot of it
Fue! consumption averaged oul al 43mpg,
Including rather little in the way of steady-
spaed cruising and rather too much hoaligan
scceleration and braking in urban situations,
It's the Kind of consumption figura that's
becoming acceptable to superblke owners
thase days, sowe shouldn't complain really,
As it stands, the Califernia Il is maybe the
best Moto Guzzi alter the underrated Spada,
the Le Mans slipping out of favour with its
less-genarous engine characleristics. But
ance more it has to be said! in the two
Important areas of suspension and detailing,
confemporary Guzzis are looking more and
more threadbara, Mo-one wanis Moto Guzzi
te lose their market share. since thelr
machineryisstill charismatic enough to holda
special place in the devoted motorcyclist’s
haart. But complacency s a8 dangerous as
lgnorance, and Italy must be a breeding-
ground for complacency, protected as it is by
stilf import contrals. Let's hope the message
hits hame before it's toa late, when [taly will
become a Guzzi shrine instead of an exporter
™

MOTO GUZZI
CALIFORNIA I
£2899

PERFORMANCE

Maximum Spaed — 103mpn

Sianding Quarter Mile — 13 Basce

Fusl Copaumption — Hand Riding — 40mpa
Chitsing — 4800

Basi Full-Tank Aange — 234 melas

ENGINE

Type — dircooind vostwm, pushrod OHY
Displacement — 848 e

Powar— GSbhp at G700xpm

Tarque = B2 ik &t S200mm

Bore & Stroke — BRxTBmm
Comprassdon Ratia — 9.2

v netion — two Dellors YHEIOs
Exhaust — two into two with halanco ppe
Ol Byalam — wisl duifig, 3 likias

kgniltkon — batbary, coil and pairds

TRANSMISSION

Cilutch — dry muitiplate
Primary Deive = gear
Final Drive — shat|

CHASSIS

Framae — dupiex cradie, disasssmbiable

Front Suspension — el o with squalisan g
assstance

Raar Suspansion — swinging arm with fea-postion
prélond sirasngled shocks |sguilised)

Whonlbase — &1in

Ground Clearance — 6.5

Waight {dry) — B55Ibs

Fusel Copacily — 5.5 gailons

Tyres — Pirglli 1 20/80 H 18 Gordany

Brakes — fwan 300mm discs trond, single 282mm disc
mair, inhad syatEm

INSTRUMENTS

180mah snesdomedar, BO0Omm 1achamaties radlined at
TO00mm; volbmeber; warning lights for indaabars, mesutra
ganerater, o prassure, high beam, ights

EQUIPMENT

Elsctrical = 12¥/2dah balfery

Lighting — S5/60 watt bandlight

Burdry = delachable parnara, Wazard Rashars. cragh
bars

Test bike supplied by: Coburn & Hughes 53-41 Park 5,
Lutan, Beds

SUPERBIKE






